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Toy Industry Foundation and My Stuff Bags Foundation Deliver Hope to Houston Families 

Angleton, TX | October 3, 2011 – 100 kids of all ages received duffel bags filled with toys, school supplies, blankets, toiletries and other new belongings during an event held last Friday to benefit foster families served through Arrow Child and Family Ministries in the Houston area.  This was the third distribution of the month for charity partners the My Stuff Bags Foundation and the Toy Industry Foundation who joined together again to hand-deliver duffels to children in need. 

“Seeing first-hand the care and kindness demonstrated by foster family members, both parents and siblings alike, is stirring,” said Amanda McDorman, Senior Manager of the Toy Industry Foundation. “These resilient children have had to face such grown-up problems; it is our hope that in sharing the gift of play we not only allow them to just be kids, but we also send a message that many people care about them.”

“So many children enter foster care with nothing of their own that it’s such a joy to see them  discovering all the goodies in their bags” said Diann Neill, Program Manager of the My Stuff Bags Foundation. “Each individual My Stuff duffel  contains things these kids need, things to do and things to hold on to. Our foundation is grateful to have the generous support of the Toy Industry Foundation and of so many people across the country  who donate new “stuff” for the bags and the labor to help fill them.”
“ The donation of toys and bags for the foster children in the Angleton area was such a success,” said Suzan Ellis, LMSW, Arrow’s Regional Developmental Director . “The smiles on the children’s faces when they found the items in their bags remind me of the wonderful purpose all three of our agencies have.”


Representing the toy industry’s collective commitment to children in crisis, playthings for the special event were generously provided by manufacturers, importers and resellers that keep The Toy Bank™ stocked throughout the year.  The Toy Industry Foundation has provided more than 150,000 new toys and $525,000 in grant funding to My Stuff Bags Foundation. The My Stuff Bags Foundation works with over 1,400 child advocacy agencies across the United States to give children separated from all they know, something to hold on to. 
(continued)

About the Toy Industry Foundation (www.toyindustryfoundation.org)

The Toy Industry Foundation is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to bring joy, comfort, and learning to children in need through toys and play.  While other organizations provide food, shelter and support services to children and their families, TIF sees to it that these children have toys and opportunities to play in an attempt to restore both fun and a sense of normalcy to their lives.  The Foundation currently fulfills its mission through core programs including The Toy Bank™, public education initiatives, and grants to organizations whose missions are in line with that of the Toy Industry Foundation.

About My Stuff Bags Foundation (www.mystuffbags.org)  

My Stuff Bags Foundation (www.mystuffbags.org) was launched in 1998 to address some of the immediate physical and emotional needs of children who must be rescued from abuse, neglect, and abandonment. In some cases the foundation also serves children who have been displaced due to natural disasters.  Traumatized by the events leading to their rescue, these children often enter crisis shelters, domestic violence centers or foster care with no belongings.  Each individual My Stuff Bag is filled by volunteers with new, donated items including toys, books, a stuffed animal, personal toiletries, a warm blanket, and other basic childhood necessities. The items in a My Stuff Bag provide comfort and hope to rescued children, and send the message that lots of people do care about them.
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