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My Stuff Bags Foundation Honors Toy Industry Foundation

Kelly Gilmore Accepts “Mend A Broken Heart Award”


(Westlake Village, CA) - - My Stuff Bags Foundation recently honored the Toy Industry Foundation by presenting the first “Mend A Broken Heart Award” to Kelly Gilmore, Toy Industry Foundation Board of Directors. The TIF has donated over 100,000 toys and $525,000 over the past 3 years to My Stuff Bags, a non-profit organization that provides duffel bags filled with new belongings for abused and neglected children entering shelters with nothing of their own.


Kelly Gilmore, SVP, Global Toys and Themed Entertainment at Warner Bros. Consumer Products, accepted the “Mend A Broken Heart Award” on behalf of the TIF at a recent “Best Stuff Celebration” fundraising event. Gilmore has 23 years of experience in the licensing industry, including 20 years specializing in the area of toy licensing.

“The Toy Industry Foundation takes great pride in supporting the good work of My Stuff Bags.  We have seen first-hand the joy that toys and play can bring to children of all ages and we were pleased to, once again, support this worthy cause,” said Gilmore.

Janeen Holmes, President and CEO, My Stuff Bags Foundation, said, “We are enormously grateful for the support of the Toy Industry Foundation. The toys they donate are placed in our My Stuff duffel bags, along with blankets, personal toiletries, games and school supplies, and given to children taken from abusive homes and placed in foster care or shelters. The generous funding TIF has provided has made it possible to increase our distribution of My Stuff Bags to children all across the country. Rescued children desperately need to know that others care about them and Toy Industry Foundation has demonstrated so well that they do!” 
In late 2008, My Stuff Bags was chosen as a signature partner of the Toy Industry Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the North American toy industry. Since then, the two foundations have provided over 70,000 My Stuff Bags together to children all across America. 

About My Stuff Bags Foundation (www.mystuffbags.org)  

My Stuff Bags Foundation (www.mystuffbags.org) was launched in 1998 to address some of the immediate physical and emotional needs of children who must be rescued from abuse, neglect, and abandonment. Traumatized by the events leading to their rescue, these children often enter crisis shelters, domestic violence centers or foster care with no belongings.  Each individual My Stuff Bag is filled by volunteers with new, donated items including toys, books, a stuffed animal, personal toiletries, a warm blanket, and other basic childhood necessities. More than 415,000 My Stuff Bags have been given to children all across the United States.  The items in a My Stuff Bag provide comfort and hope to rescued children, and send the message that lots of people do care about them.

About the Toy Industry Foundation (www.toyindustryfoundation.org)

The Toy Industry Foundation is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to bring joy, comfort, and learning to children in need through toys and play.  While other organizations provide food, shelter and support services to children and their families, TIF sees to it that these children have toys and opportunities to play in an attempt to restore both fun and a sense of normalcy to their lives.  The Foundation currently fulfills its mission through core programs including The Toy Bank™, public education initiatives, and grants to organizations whose missions are in line with that of the Toy Industry Foundation.
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