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My Stuff Bags Foundation and Toy Industry Foundation Give Great New “Stuff” to Local Kids  
Personal items bring comfort and fun to those still recovering 
from the spring storms and flooding and those affected by domestic violence
Branson, MO | September 9, 2011 – Local children received individual “My Stuff” duffel bags filled with toys, school supplies, blankets, toiletries and other new belongings during an event today to benefit the young residents of Christian’s Associates Harbor House and families still recovering from the storms in Branson and Joplin.  Representatives from the My Stuff Bags Foundation, the Toy Industry Foundation  (TIF) and Christian Associates were joined by the iconic singing group, the Lennon Sisters, to deliver 100 of the bags stuffed with goodies.

“Partnering with My Stuff Bags and the Toy Industry Foundation for this event is wonderful,” said Paula Winter, Resource Development Director Christian Associates.  “Each one of these children has experienced deeply traumatic, life-altering events.  What a joy to be able to bring hope and smiles to their faces!  We are so grateful to My Stuff Bags and the toy industry for caring so much about these children and what they have been through.”  

The TIF and the My Stuff Bags Foundation have been working in partnership for the past three years to help deliver hope to America’s children in crisis. The Toy Industry Foundation has provided more than 100,000 new toys and $525,000 in grant funding to My Stuff Bags Foundation. Toys are donated via The Toy Bank which is generously stocked by toy industry manufacturer contributions throughout the year. 

“Having to flee suddenly from your home and leaving everything you own behind is stressful for everyone, especially children,” said Jean Butler, Executive Director of the Toy Industry Foundation.  “The toys, games and school supplies that have been generously donated by manufacturers and retailers from across the toy industry are the ‘tools of play’ that can help these children get through tough times.”
“It’s such a pleasure to be here in Branson to offer these children new belongings and new hope,” added Janeen Holmes, President/CEO of the My Stuff Bags Foundation. “Each individual My Stuff Bag contains not only things these kids need, things to do and things to hold onto, but the message that lots of people care about what has happened to them. Our foundation is grateful to have the generous support of the Toy Industry Foundation and of so many individuals across the country who donate new ‘stuff’ for the bags and the labor to help fill them.”

(continued)
About Christian Associates (www.christian-associates.com) 

The mission of Christian Associates is to demonstrate Christian love through response to those who are in crisis and needful situations. Their Harbor House is a domestic violence shelter that serves women and children who are fleeing from domestic violence and abuse.  Harbor House provides crisis intervention, shelter, food, clothing and counseling to victims. The Hope Chest Thrift Shop is dedicated to serving the Joplin area, particularly those victims of the tornado that ravaged Joplin on May 22, 2011.

About the Toy Industry Foundation (www.toyindustryfoundation.org)

The Toy Industry Foundation is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to bring joy, comfort, and learning to children in need through toys and play.  While other organizations provide food, shelter and support services to children and their families, TIF sees to it that these children have toys and opportunities to play in an attempt to restore both fun and a sense of normalcy to their lives.  The Foundation currently fulfills its mission through core programs including The Toy Bank™, public education initiatives, and grants to organizations whose missions are in line with that of the Toy Industry Foundation.

About My Stuff Bags Foundation (www.mystuffbags.org)  

My Stuff Bags Foundation was launched in 1998 to address some of the immediate physical and emotional needs of children who must be rescued from abuse, neglect, and abandonment. In some cases the foundation also serves children who have been displaced due to natural disasters.  Traumatized by the events leading to their rescue, these children often enter crisis shelters, domestic violence centers or foster care with no belongings.  Each individual My Stuff Bag is filled by volunteers with new, donated items including toys, books, a stuffed animal, personal toiletries, a warm blanket, and other basic childhood necessities. The items in a My Stuff Bag provide comfort and hope to rescued children, and send the message that lots of people do care about them.
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